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Pioneer Valley Going Local

Pioneer Valley Relocalization Workshop

Sunday, September 30th, 2007; 10am – 6pm

Northampton Center for the Arts, 17 New South Street, Northampton, MA

http://www.masschc.org/RelocalizeSep30.html
Local grassroots organizations blazing the trail for revitalized, sustainable communities throughout the Pioneer Valley will converge at the Northampton Center for the Arts on September 30th for a Pioneer Valley Relocalization Workshop. 

From 10am to  6pm, the public will feast on local food and participate in  plenary and breakout presentations spanning five major topics: peak oil and global warming; local sustainable energy production and conservation; local sustainable agriculture and food security, revitalizing local economies; and reclaiming and redefining democracy.

World renowned author Frances Moore Lappé, who revolutionized our understanding of an unsustainable and unhealthy food system with her 1971 book Diet for a Small Planet, will give a keynote address, and will be unveiling her latest work, Getting a Grip: Clarity, Creativity, and Courage in a World Gone Mad. Lappé will report on emerging forms of citizen involvement that are breaking out across the country producing what she calls “living democracy”. This idea of direct participation in the decisions that impact our lives lies at the core of Relocalization. Lappé says, “We do have the power to create the world we want if we are willing to dig to the root causes – if we are willing to challenge the false assumptions that stand in our way”. 

The event is being organized by local activists and the Massachusetts Coalition for Healthy Communities (MCHC). “We expect this workshop to show that relocalization offers effective solutions to many of our most urgent problems, from global warming to creating good jobs”, said Nat Fortune, Smith College Physics Professor and MCHC board member. Pam Cargill of Holyoke, who performs solar installations for a living, added “too many green solutions are focused solely on costly and highly-engineered technologies, but true sustainability also requires justice and democracy”.

Ben Grosscup from the Northeast Organic Farming Association, Massachusetts Chapter said, “Relocalization's greatest success so far has been in food. In Massachusetts, organic farming, which relies on building local soil fertility, is the fastest growing sector of  agriculture and the food is mostly eaten in the same regions where it is grown. As people become more conscious of where food comes from and how it is grown, we are also realizing that we must change our priorities to sustain the land and food we care about.” 

Relocalization is a strategy coined by the Post Carbon Institute, and represents a proactive and cooperative response to the global crises of peak oil, climate change, and the economic deterioration and social fragmentation caused by corporate globalization. The workshop is an opportunity for people to come together to envision and energize progress towards a relocalized Pioneer Valley. As Michael Garjian, founder of E2M.org, put it, “If you think our society is on the wrong track, don’t despair. You'll be surprised how simple it really is to reclaim our economy and create the future we want.”
